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Motivation

Figure: Breaking the Link Between Economic Growth and Emissions in France

Objective : determine whether the observed reduction in GHG genuinely indicates a sustainable
transition to a low-emission economy or is merely an artifact of shifting polluting activities abroad.
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Contributions of Existing Literature

To dissect the phenomenon of decoupling emissions from economic growth, Grossman and
Krueger (1991) investigated the underlying mechanisms :

▶ A Scale Effect : Outsourcing an increasing amount of production activities abroad to
decrease national emissions output.

▶ A Composition Effect : Outsourcing an increasing share of polluting production activities
overseas to decrease domestic emissions.

Supported by the Pollution Haven Hypothesis (Copeland & Taylor, 1993), suggesting that
developed nations often reduce domestic emissions by outsourcing their pollution-intensive
industries.

▶ A Technique Effect : Improving production processes that lower emissions per unit of output.

Related to the Porter Hypothesis (Porter & Van der Linde, 1995), proposing that stringent
environmental regulations stimulate innovation and lead to cleaner production.
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Goals of the Paper and Main Findings

▶ We investigate the role of manufacturing FDI in the French decoupling by building on the
recent study by Levinson (2023).

▶ We confirm the dominant role of the scale effect as discussed by Levinson (2023) by applying
his strategy to French FDI.

▶ By analyzing emission intensities based on destination countries and temporal factors, we
demonstrate the presence of both effects, with the scale effect accounting for 53% of
emissions reduction, composition for 20%, and technique for 27%.

▶ We further show that environmental regulation plays a key role in shaping these effects.
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Key Statistics about France’s FDI trends

Figure: FDI stocks from and to France

▶ Outbound FDI grew 13-fold from 1990 and 2023, while inbound FDI expanded nine times.
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Key Statistics about France’s FDI trends

Figure: 2023 FDI inwards and outwards by sectors Figure: 2023 FDI inwards and outwards by
manufacturing sectors

▶ Manufacturing dominates both inbound and outbound FDI, particularly in chemicals and
pharmaceutical products, where pollution concerns are significant.
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Key Statistics about France’s FDI trends

Figure: French FDI outwards for 2000 and 2023

▶ French FDI has shifted from primarily targeting developed countries to a more diversified
approach that includes emerging markets.
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Methodology and Data

▶ Methodology based on Levinson’s approach : multi-step accounting exercise to assess how
high-income countries reduce domestic pollution by importing products instead of
manufacturing them domestically.

▶ Own contribution : focus on outward manufacturing FDI rather than imports to assess the
pollution potentially offshored by French firms.

EEFRjt =
K∑

k=1

(
CO2{FR,j}kt

Output{FR,j}kt
× FDIFRjkt

)
(1)

where EEjt represents FDI embodied emissions from country i to country j at time t,
CO2{FR,j}kt

Output{FR,j}kt
is emission intensities of sector k and FDIFRjkt represents the total

amount of FDI sent from French sector k to country j at time t.
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Methodology and Data

A Two-Step Analysis :

▶ Section One: Conduct a mirror analysis of Levinson’s approach, assuming homogeneous
production technologies across countries.

EEFRjt =
K∑

k=1

(
CO2FRk2000

OutputFRk2000
× FDIFRjkt

)
(2)

▶ Section Two: Introduce variations in emission intensities based on real-world conditions for
further assessment.

TEEFRjt =
K∑

k=1

(
CO2FRkt

OutputFRkt
× FDIFRjkt

)
(3)

REEFRjt =
K∑

k=1

(
CO2jkt

Outputjkt
× FDIFRjkt

)
(4)
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Section 1 : Using Levinson’s approach

Figure: Emissions embodied in FDI and FDI by country group

▶ Using Levinson’s decomposition method, we find strong evidence of a scale effect, while the
composition effect remains limited, confirming Levinson’s original conclusions.
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Section 2 : Refining the Framework

▶ We now consider the time variation to decompose between the scale, composition and
technique effect in the case of France.

Table: Decomposition of Emission Reductions by Destination

Region (1) All (2) Scale & Composition (3) Scale (4) Composition (5) Technique

Africa 38.16 48.39 50.19 -1.80 -10.23
Asia 6.03 8.91 7.01 1.90 -2.88
Europe 2.75 4.43 2.74 1.69 -1.68
North America 1.28 2.01 1.64 0.37 -0.73
Rest of America 1.33 1.98 2.00 -0.02 -0.65
World 2.19 3.45 2.50 0.95 -1.26

Note: Column (1) is based on Eq. (3); Column (2) on Eq. (2); Column (3) reports the ratio of FDI volume
between 2015 and 2000; Column (4) the difference between Column (2) and (3) and Column (5) the difference
between Column (1) and (2).

▶ The scale effect is consistently positive, reflecting a significant increase in relocations
between 2000 and 2015. The composition effect is generally positive but relatively weak,
suggesting that the sectoral distribution of French investments abroad has not undergone
major changes over time. Finally, the technique effect is consistently negative, indicating
sustained efforts by French firms to improve emission efficiency.
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Section 2 : Refining the Framework

Table: Relative Contribution of Scale, Composition, and Technique Effects in EE

Share of Each Effect Scale Effect Composition Effect Technique Effect

French FDI in Africa 81% 3% 16%
French FDI in Asia 60% 16% 24%
French FDI in Europe 45% 28% 27%
French FDI in North America 60% 14% 26%
French FDI in the Rest of America 75% 1% 24%

French FDI in the World 53% 20% 27%

▶ The increase in the volume of worldwide outward FDI accounts for 53% of the reduction in
emissions recorded in France, the offshoring of more pollution-intensive activities explains
around 20%, and improvements in production technologies contribute roughly 27%.
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Carbon Leakage

▶ What are the real emissions embodied (REE) in FDI, considering the emission intensities of
the destination countries? Relaxing assumptions of homogeneity and invariance, we compare
observed emissions from offshoring (REEFR jt) with counterfactual domestic emissions
(TEEFR jt), accounting for scale, composition, and technique effects.

Figure: Real Pollution Embodied in FDI vs. Counterfactual Emissions Without Offshoring

▶ Offshoring has led to a significant increase in emissions: in 2000, emissions based on
destination intensities were twice as high as those using French intensities, rising to 2.3 times
higher by 2015.
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Carbon Leakage

This model explores the relationship between environmental regulations and carbon leakage,
offering insights into potential pollution haven effects.

▶ Model:

CLFRjt = γ1 + γ2 ln(ERTRFRt) + γ3 ln(ERTRjt) + ηj + ηt + ϵFRjt

CLFRjt represents the extra emissions due to the offshoring of French production,
calculated as the difference of the logarithms between Eq.(3) and Eq.(2); ERTR stands for
Environmentally Related Tax Revenues for France and country j; and η refers to country and
time fixed effects.

▶ Results:
▶ French regulations increase the emissions gap by 0.35%.
▶ Host country regulations are associated with a reduction in the gap by 0.13%.
▶ A 1% reduction in the regulatory gap is associated with a 0.13% decrease in the emissions

difference. Hence, harmonizing regulations across countries can mitigate carbon leakage.
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Technique Effect

This model examines the technique effect, providing insights into how environmental regulations
might relate to changes in emission intensities.

▶ Model:
ln(EIit) = γ1 + γ2 ln(ERTRit) + ηi + ηt + ϵit

ln(EIit) is the logarithm of emission intensities, representing emissions per unit of output
and η are country and time fixed effects.

▶ Results:
▶ Environmental taxes are associated with a 0.13% reduction in emission intensities.
▶ Stronger associations observed in developed economies.
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Concluding Remarks & Policy Implications

▶ We investigate France’s apparent decoupling between production growth and declining
domestic emissions.

▶ By adapting Levinson’s methodology using variant country-year emission intensities, we
identify :
▶ a scale effect: primary driver (53%)
▶ a composition effect: moderate (20%)
▶ a technique effect: significant (27%)

▶ Domestic emission reductions may come at the cost of higher global emissions.

▶ Environmental regulations are key determinants of both carbon leakage and technique effects.

▶ Stronger and harmonized environmental regulations can reduce FDI-embodied emissions.

▶ Future research should:
▶ Use more granular sectoral data.
▶ Extend time coverage post-2015 to capture post-Paris Agreement dynamics.
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Figure: List of Countries by Group
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Figure: Correspondence between RMRIO and NACE Divisions
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Figure: Identification of a carbon leakage effect
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Figure: Identification of a technique effect
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